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The sixteenth century was a period of religious upheaval
in India. In different parts of the country, religious reformers
were anxious to simplify the faith, discourage caste—distin-
ctions and promote brotherhood. In Assam, Shankardeva
was an apostle of Vaishnavism who taught the worship of Shri

Krishna. denounced idolatry. sacrificial piety and caste

structure of society. His successor and disciple Madhavadeva
wrote Nama Ghosha which is held in great esteem by his

followers. It summarises the teachings of Shankaradeva and

is a popular manual of Bhakti-marg or path of devotion.
The duty of man is to effect a transformation in his own

nature. It is to grow from unrest to serenity —
F arT: g7HEr T 2WgEt wraarfag o
gt frezser a7t mifeq azafa =igfa: o
(Bhagavat, 11-5-37)
Among the devoties there is no distinction of caste and
arfeg ag srrfa—farar—sa—gs—aa-feaifa sgr:

colour. They form one family. Narada says—
It is this simple religion of devotion and casteless society

which Nama Ghosha proclaims. —Dr. S. Radhakrisbnan
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